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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim 
 
Hon’ble Chairperson, 
Hon’ble special Guests, 
Colleagues, 
Representative of UN and FAO, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Assalamu Alaikum and very Good Morning. 
 
It is my great pleasure to be here today at the “Bangladesh Food Security Investment Forum”. I 
would like to express my gratitude to the US Government, particularly USAID, for supporting us in 
organizing this Forum.  
 
I think this Forum is as an appropriate follow up to the G8 Summit and World Food Security 
Summit held in 2009, and the Bangladesh Development Forum held in Dhaka in February 2010.  
 
The unprecedented food crisis of 2007-2008 has compelled the entire world to attach high priority 
to food security. Particularly it has proven the international market as an unreliable source of food 
at times of crisis and reminded us the need to exploit whatever comparative advantage we have in 
food production. In Bangladesh, the crisis has signaled a policy shift from self reliance to self 
sufficiency. 
 
During our previous tenure in government in 1996-2001, Bangladesh achieved self-sufficiency in 
rice production for the first time in 1999-2000. It helped us win the prestigious FAO’s Ceres Award. 
Assuming the office for the second term in early 2009, we took pragmatic measures for boosting 
domestic agricultural production. 
 
At present the country’s population is increasing by nearly 2 million a year. On the other hand, 
arable land is decreasing by 1 percent per year. Under these circumstances, feeding these extra 
mouths is a formidable job, but not impossible.  
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Bangladesh has the potential to reach the level of high yield in agriculture, observed in other 
countries, which is necessary to eradicate hunger. The same is the case with productivity in 
fisheries and livestock products. 
 
We have the potential. What we need is our resolve to overcome the impediments that stand in the 
way of achieving this goal. 
 
Distinguished Participants, 
 
Poverty is a social curse. Today, around 60 million people of Bangladesh are poor. My Government 
is committed to freeing the country of this curse and reducing this number as fast as possible.  
 
For this reason, the government has intensified efforts to expand various safety net programmes for 
the poor, disadvantaged and vulnerable people. But this is not a sustainable way to reduce poverty. 
 
Growth in agriculture, we know, reduces poverty the most and quickly. Our government has 
therefore taken various farmer-friendly measures, including increasing subsidies and making agri-
inputs like seed, fertilizer and fuel available, for boosting agricultural production. 
 
But producing more food does not guarantee access to food. People must have the purchasing 
power to buy food. Therefore, the economy as a whole must grow. We have set a target of 8 percent 
growth rate by the year 2015. 
 
While food is not secure for all today, tomorrow the potential impacts of climate change is going to 
make it even more difficult.  
 
Bangladesh is already a major victim of climate change impact although its contribution to it is very 
insignificant. We have approved 134 Climate Change Action Plans. To meet the costs, we have 
established a 100 million US dollar Climate Change Fund; and also a Multi-Donor Trust Fund with 
US dollar 150 million from friends.  
 
Bangladesh has also endorsed the Copenhagen Accord. I have appealed to the world community in 
many occasions to create and meaningfully utilize a ‘Multi Donor Trust Fund’ to address climate 
change impacts for most affected developing countries, including Bangladesh.  
 
Now it is the duty of the developed countries to transfer resources and technology to the LDCs, 
including Bangladesh. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Bangladesh is fully aware that increasing production and adapting agriculture to climate change or 
maintaining soil health for future production are indispensable but not sufficient to ensure food 
security for all.  
 
A comprehensive approach is necessary. This also means that various sectors have to work 
together. Only this shall ensure that all our people have access at all times to the safe and nutritious 
food necessary to lead a healthy and active life. This vision is embedded in our National Food Policy. 
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The Food Policy prepared in 2000 during the tenure of our previous government provides for 
strategic guidance to address the key challenges in achieving food security in all its dimensions, 
including availability, access and utilization of food. 
 
The implementation of the Food Policy or to ensure food for all will require concerted efforts on 
many fronts. This will also need huge amount of resources for investment. Some of this we will 
generate ourselves. Some are expected to come from the private sector. But there are areas where 
we need to work together with development partners.  
 
The USAID, EU and other development partners are already helping us in the implementation of the 
Plan of Action of the Food Policy which was launched just about a year back. But I think all these 
activities should be coordinated well in time and logical sequence.  
 
Based on the papers to be presented here, and the Food Policy as well as the Action Plan, the road 
map for a country investment Plan is expected to be prepared.  
 
While detailed investment programs have to be worked out based on the outcome of this Forum, 
interventions will certainly be needed in certain areas. These include technology generation and 
dissemination; improving water resource management; development of input supply, marketing 
and infrastructure development; promotion of fisheries and livestock; strengthening public food 
management, social safety nets and capacity to cope with the impact of disaster; promotion of 
dietary variety and community based nutrition, health, sanitation and food safety. Due attention 
must be given to improve governance, women’s participation and adaptation to climate change. 
 
This Forum provides a unique occasion to review priorities and provide guidance for the 
preparation and finalization of a Food Security Investment Plan fully consistent with national policy 
frameworks and the five principles of the L’Aquila G8 Food Security Initiative held last year.  
 
We are confident that the Forum will reinforce collaboration and stimulate support from our 
development partners for the effective implementation of the future Food Security Investment Plan.  
 
We are committed to building a “Sonar Bangladesh” or Golden Bengal free from hunger, poverty 
and illiteracy as dreamt by the Father of the Nation, Bangabandu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, I believe, 
this Forum will help us a lot attain the goal. 
 
I congratulate the Food Division under Ministry of Food and Disaster Management for organizing 
this Forum in close collaboration with all other relevant ministries and with the active support from 
the USAID, DFID, EU, FAO, IPRI, BIDS and other relevant organizations. 
 
I declare Bangladesh Food Security Investment Forum open and wish it a great success. 
 
Khoda Hafez. 
Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu 
May Bangladesh Live Forever. 
...... 
 


